CHAPTER V

APPOINTMENT AS VICEROY

AFTER such experiences in world affairs, after so direct and
conspicuous a participation in guiding the destinies of
nations, it is not surprising that a Court of Law, even if
the most famous and the highest in its traditions throughout
the world, should seem by contrast narrow and confined to
Lord Reading's active and vivid imagination. It is the
penalty of those ethereal minds that each successive advance
in human fortune and distinction brings no content. The
languor of satiety never supervenes for the ardent spirit
which is ever seeking new worlds to conquer. What is
rare, because human opportunities are limited, is for such
restless ambition to find a vent for the achievement of fresh
successes. Lord Reading's case provides the most signal
example that the word " impossible " has no real meaning,
while the latest phase in his romantic career recalls the
picturesque aphorism of Lord Beaconsfield, that
" Adventures are still to the adventurous."

Some indication of these sentiments leaked out in the
earlier months of the year, 1920, when the gossips began
to associate Lord Reading's name with several of the
Embassies. At first it was suggested that he might succeed
Lord Derby in Paris, and then rumour favoured more
particularly his return to Washington, not as High Com-
missioner and Special Ambassador, but as the regularly
constituted Ambassador and Envoy Plenipotentiary of the
British Crown. But in comparison with these offices, how-
ever dignified and useful, that of Lord Chief Justice of
England seemed to turn the scale in ordinary limes, to which
it was supposed the world had returned with the declaration
of Peace.

Nine months passed, and these rumours took a new bent
and this time towards the truth. Lord Chelmsford's term
, as Viceroy was on the point of expiring, and the claims of Lord
Reading to be his successor naturally suggested themselves.

67